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Notebooks, B.F. Skinner is an edited collec-
tion of B.F. Skinner’s notes, originally writ-
ten between 1956 and 1978, addressing a
wide range of issues. Among the 687 titled
entries are a considerable number of notes
which reflect Skinner’s continuing interest in
the analysis of verbal behavior. As a themat-
ically related group, those notes provide a
number of analyzed examples, elaborations,
and extensions of the functional account of
language presented in Verbal Behavior (Skin-
ner, 1957). While Notebooks can be read
simply “for enjoyment, ” it also can be
regarded as a source of material which is
supplementary to Verbal Behavior.

The following index is an effort to assist
readers interested in relating material from
Notebooks and Verbal Behavior. Although both
books contain topic indices, this referencing
is intended to allow the reader to more
quickly and more specifically locate points of
correspondence between the two books. The
general aim in compiling the index was to
include all Notebooks entries which are rele-
vant to Verbal Behavior, and 282 of the entires
met this general criterion in one or more
respects. Many entries consist of analyzed
examples of verbal behavior (often Skinner’s
own), and were referenced to passages in
which similar examples or analyses appear.

The index was composed in partial payment of an
intellectual debt to Jack Michael, whose comments and
encouragement during preparation of the index were
much appreciated. I am also indebted to a valued ver-
bal community for their support and suggestions.
Special thanks are due Alyce Dickinson, Bruce Hesse,
Mike Minervini, Hank Schlinger, and Mark Sundberg.
Any idiosyncrasies in the index, however, are solely
those of the author. Comments on the cross-referencing
are welcome, and should be sent to the author, Com-
munity Re-Entry Services of Michigan, Inc., 216 St.
Mary’s Lake Road, Battle Creek, MI 49017.
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Other entries are commentaries on, or exten-
sions of, Skinner’s treatment of particular
issues in Verbal Behavior. For most of these, a
direct relation seemed apparent and pro-
vided the basis for reference. But a number
of other entries not clearly in either of the
above categories warranted inclusion on the
basis of other features. For example, some
entries involving analyses of nonverbal
behavior seem to point out useful com-
parisons with verbal behavior, and were
included for that reason. Finally, some en-
tries are observations and comments which
are relevant to topics in Verbal Behavior even
though the relation is less direct (or, as Skin-
ner might say, the intraverbal linkage is
merely longer). For these entries, the
references passage is enclosed in paren-
theses.

The index is in two parts. In the first part,
Notebooks entries are listed with specific
passages in Verbal Behavior to which each
entry is related. The second part of the index
is a listing of various Verbal Behavior sections
by chapter and relevant Notebooks material.
Thus, for a particular Notebooks entry the
reader can refer to corresponding sections of
Verbal Behavior by consulting the first part of
the index. For a specific passage or section of
Verbal Behavior, related entries in Notebooks
can be located using the second part.

All text material is denoted according to a
two-part numbering format. A Notebooks
entry is indicated by its page number and its
ordinal position on that page. For example,
Notebooks 69.2 refers to the second titled entry
beginning on page 69 (“Precious Prose”).
(Entry titles are included in the first part of
the index for readers who might benefit from
a formal prompt in locating particular
entries.) Verbal Behavior material is cited by
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page and paragraph number. Thus VB 177,2
directs the reader to the second paragraph
beginning on page 177. A notation such as
42,0 indicates that the relevant section is the
material at the top of page 42 which precedes
paragraph 42,1. If one or more paragraphs
subsequent to the cited paragraph are rele-
vant, an “f” is appended to the notation (e.g.,

Notebooks
2.2 Zeitgeist
4.1 Comma
5.1 The Uxorial Manner
7.1 Misreading I
10.1 Courtroom with a View
10.2 Poetic Illogic
11.1 Accepting a Coincidence
11.2 Distorted Tact
12.1 Geographic Music
12.3 George Eliot

13.2 Hearing Something as Something
Else

14.1 Evolution of a Culture
14.2 Slips of the Tongue
16.1 Faculties

17.1 Mental Metaphor

18.1 Linguistic Games

18.2 Telephone Conversation with

Captain Field, Port Clyde, Maine

19.1 Analyzing Character

21.1 Neglect of Duty

22.1 Force of Coincidence

23.2 Paradox

24.1 Search?

26.1 Uh—

28.1 Expectation

28.2 The Unconscious as History
29.1 Recollection of an Early Event

44,2f). More extended passages (such as
titled chapter subsections or entire chapters)
are denoted by “ff” (e.g., 362, 1ff refers to the
section in chapter 14 titled “Instructions and
Knowledge”). In many cases there are multi-
ple citations for a particular Notebooks entry
or Verbal Behavior section. Multiple citations
are ordered by page number.

Verbal Behavior

286,1

321,1; 355,2

173,3; 230,3f; (394,1)

300,3; 301,2; 290,1

286,1f

50,2; 99,1; 111,1; 127,1; 159,1; (429,1)
271,1

153,2

301,1

(378,0); (387,0); (392,2); (398,0)

271,2; (301,2)

398,1

299,2f

(ch. 15, 369£f)

(78,2); (191,1); (195,3)
44,2; (73,3)

(398,3)

33,1; 54,3; 178,1f; (ch. 9, 227ff)
(39,1)

271,2

(74,2); (281,1)

(142,2f); 250,1; 254, 2f; 403,3f; 442,2
200,1; 318,1

(281,1)

(142,2f); (294,1); 386,3

157,1; 387,3
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Notebooks

29.2
30.1
31.1
31.2
31.3
34.2
37.1
40.2
41.1
4341
4.1
45.1
471
48.1
483
50.1
54.2
55.2
56.1

57.2

58.2
59.2
60.1
62.1
68.1
69.2
70.1
71.1
72.1
72.2
73.1
74.1

The Origin of a Verbal Response
Composing and Painting
Hearing Myself Think
Critic

The Negative Audience I
Calculated Deception
Local Powers

Man and Machine
Animism

Possession

Wit?

Bits of My Childhood
Concealed Boasting
Punitive Control of Verbal Behavior
Euphemism

Promoting Recall

Letter Writing
Precognition

The Wrong Word Written I
Verbal Puzzle

Tired Verbal Behavior

I Told You So

Blame

Wistfully

Teaching Concepts
Precious Prose
Unconscious Humor
Avoiding Metaphors
Verbal Cost

White Noise

Private Stimuli

Symbolism

Verbal Behavior

44,2f; 464,2f

(78,2); (191,1)

47,1; (405,3)

(178,1f)

178,1f; 235,1f; 371,2f
(398,1)

(271,2)

411,1f; 449,3f
259,2f

(73,2)

(286, 1f)

157,1; 387,3

178,1f; 235, 1f

33,1; 166,1f

235,3

255,1f; 406,1f; 442,2
177,2

(271,2)

295,1f; 299,2ff
(294,1)

295,1

166,3

(167,1); (340,2)
(49,1); (147,2); (340,2)
141,1f; 434, 1f

ch. 15, 369ff

240,1; 285,2

95,2; 132,2

(25,1); 398,3; ch. 19, 432ff

259,2f

130, 1ff; (316,1); (340,2)

377,0; 396,3
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Notebooks

74.2
75.2
76.1
771
78.1
78.2
82.2
84.1
85.1
86.1
87.1
88.2
89.1
89.2
90.1
91.1
93.1
93.3

94.1
94.2
95.2
95.3
96.2
98.1
99.1
105.2
106.2
107.2
108.2
109.1
110.1
112.2

Allusions
Using One’s Science
The Function of a Symbol

Universality

What Does Great Literature Do?

The Selection of Synonyms I

Devotions

Finding the Pieces
Verbal Magic

A Phrase as an Object

Rules, Models, Contingencies

Guaranteed Gratitude
Verbal Miscellany I

The Uses of Complexity
Unreal Life

Misreading II

This Side of Heaven

Knowing and Understanding

People

Recording a Distortion
Concealed Intraverbal
Keep Your Eye. ..
Oaths

Verbal Values

Assign and Test

Useful Symbol
Reinforcement of a Mand
Mind? No, Matter.
Behavioral Unit

Love as an Archetype
Word Play

Speed of Writing
Stone-Dead Metaphors

PAUL WHITLEY

Verbal Behavior
(72,0); (281,0)

3,2f; 456,1

(97,2); 377,0; (396,3)
(275,1); (277,1f)
(159,1); 273,1f; (398,2)
236,3f

(33,1); (54,3)

72,0; 207,2

48,1f

(65,2f); 297,2; (301,2)
159,2f

41,1

237,2; 3014; 303,2
3,3ff

467,1

301,2f

38,1

277,1f

295,3; 299,2

(74,2); (286,1)

(67,1); (406,2)
(255,2); (257,1)
(362,1); (ch. 19, 432ff)
(143,1)

(99,3)

42,1f; (161,1)

160,1; 366,1

47,1; (99,2)

397,1; 398,1

284,2; 308,2f

(24,1); 205,1; (369,2)
(94,2); (95,2); (98,1)
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Notebooks

114.1
115.1
115.2
120.1
122.1
123.2
1271
128.2
130.1
131.2
132.2
133.1
133.2
134.1
135.2
137.2
141.1
141.2
143.1
144.1
145.1
146.1
149.1
152.1
155.2
156.2
159.1
160.2
163.1
165.3
166.1
168.3
169.1

The Meaning of Meaning
Pre-Baconian

“Knowing They Know”
Memoranda

On Rereading

Gender

Verbal Expansiveness
Miscarriage

Unclear Stimuli

Deep Structure

Multiple Causation
Morphology

Obeying a Rule

Freedom

Imitative Model

The Wrong Word Written II
Sh!

Partial Paraleipsis

The Plain Mistress
Attracting Attention
Russell on Storage
Contingencies of Blaming
Slips of the Pen

Verbal Strength

Tea and Madeleines

The Negative Audience II
“Verbalize”

Text and Context

Ear

the Supportive Autoclitic
Killing the Bearer of Bad News
Prepared for Recall

Harrumph!

Verbal Behavior

7,2f; 13,2; 79,2; 114,2f
430,1f

(362,1ff)

69,2

(136,1); 278,2

3331

200,2

286,1f

255,1; 259,2; 264,2
(5,2); 332,1f; 345,2; 382,1; 451,1
69,2; (141,1); 2571
20,2; 120,2f; 333,1ff; 441,1; 450,1
(33,1); (40,2); 159,3
273,1f; 398,2

58,1

298,1; 299,2

466,2

281,0; 378,1

136,2

25,3; 465,2

(86,2f); 142,2f

(168,2)

298,1; 299,2f

254,2f

1571; 387,3

235,1f; 371,2f

27)

(65,2f); (228,3f); (258,1f)
(331,2)

321,1f

167,1

157,1; 387,3

253
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Notebooks

169.2
171.1
171.2
173.1
173.2
174.1
1771
178.1
184.2

186.1

190.1
190.2
192.2
192.3

193.2
195.2
197.1
197.2
198.2
199.2
200.2
203.1
204.1
206.1
208.1
209.1
209.2
211.3
212.1
213.1
214.1

Some Spoken Blends

Stimulus Generalization

The Invention of Myths and Rituals
Paraphrase

Theoretical Models

Reporting Behavior

Getting Attention

“Storing” a Poem

Knowledge by Acquaintance and
Knowledge by Description

Delayed Action of Formal and
Thematic Prompts

Making Rules
Symbols of Submission
Topography

The Pleasure of Anticipation
Realized

Myths, Rituals and Drama
Bombast

Plus and Minus

Physical Dimensions
Disturbing Irrelevancies
Distant Recall

Double Meanings

Atoms

Autoclitics and Freud
Contradiction

“Searching One’s Memory”
Generalization

The Greenspoon Effect
Thinking

Three Variables
Knowledge, Information, the Facts
Double Pun

Verbal Behavior

295,1; 296,2; 298,1; 299,2
152,3

466,2; 469,1f

(371,2); 449,1f)

124,2f; 419,1

(462,1f)

(42,0); (152,1); 465,2
72,0

430,2

254,2ff; 413, 1ff

(ch. 18, 418ff); 469,3
48,1; 466,2

471; (99,2)

(73,1); 282,1

86,1; 418,1f; 441,0

161,1; 271,3

(2284)

5,2f; 363,1f

237,2f

157,1; 387,3

371,2; 380,2

47,1; (99,2)

322,3f; 393,2

714

72,0; 254,2f

(136,2); 162,2; 274,3

147,3

ch. 18, 418ff; ch. 19, 432ff
69,2; (141,2); 257,1

(88,1); 160,2; 362,1f; 240,1
240,1
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Notebooks

215.1
215.2
216.2
217.1
217.2
220.2
222.2
223.1
2243
225.2
227.2
230.1
230.2
231.1
237.2
240.2
2403
242.1
242.2
244.1
247.1
248.1
253.2
254.1
255.2
256.1
256.2
257.1
259.1
260.1

261.1
262.1

Speaker versus Listender

The Mystery of Creativity

Fifty Years Later

Double Audience

Tact versus Mand

Expanatory Autoclitics

The Nonactive Nature of Behavior
Memory

Interference?

Freud and Sex

Feelings as Causes

Big Horne Tooke

“Looking For”

“Knowing What to Do”
Making No Grammar

Titular Autoclitics

Wait

Strategy of the Linguists
Explaining Verbal Behavior

An Example of Proustian Recall
So Much to Be Done

Verbal drh

On “Having” a Poem

Verbal Atoms

Curtain-Raiser

Perception

Multiple Sources of Verbal Strength
When I Write

Desultory

Verbal Miscellany 1I

Literary Theory

“Relations”

Verbal Behavior
7,2f; 254,2f; 362,1f; 404,0
ch. 18; 418ff

157,1; 387,3

230,3f

41,3; 188,2f; 315,1
3161

20,1f; 108,2; 111,1f; 117,1
1571

254,2f; 404,0; 413,3
(97,2); (396,3)
(130,1f); (141,1f)
(340,2)" (446,1)
175,1; 176,1; 223,1
357,1f

155,3; 161,1

313,3

(36,1)

20,1f

3,3f

157,1; 3873

284,3

25,3; 33,1; 203,2
(50,2); (382,1f)
296,2

(396,1f)

99,2f

271,2; 297,2

316,1; 318,1

237,2

70,3; (73,2); 75,1; 102,1; 237,2; (308,1);
386,2

241,2; 396,1f
(347)

31
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Notebooks

264.1
267.1
267.2
268.1
268.1
271.1

273.1
7.1
W42
275.1
275.2
276.2
2771
278.1
278.2
278.3
282.1
283.1
283.2
284.1
"284.2
286.1
286.2
289.2
290.1
291.2
291.3
293.1
293.2
294.1
295.2
296.1

Pencil

Conditions of Recall
Multiple Sources of Strength
Cognitive Dissonance

Ideas

Saying Something While Not
Saying It

Musical Patterns of Strength

The Reinforcement of Perorations

Glimpses

Fields to Conquer
Verbal Distortions I
Chained Operants
Written Blend

Infant

Function of Secrecy
Autoclitic Placement

A Nonverbal Autoclitic
Amount Remembered
Arrighi

Paraleipsis

Indirect Self-Prompting
Presence

Word Square

A Curious Autoclitic
Verbal Donnybrook
Dangerous Nonsense
The Selection of Synonyms II
Proofreading
Superstition

Secret Language
Approval and Disapproval

The Borrowed Dream

Verbal Behavior
136,2

358,2f; 413,1f
271,2

88,2; 159,3; 365,1
254,2f; 299,3

282,0
276,3

173,3; 176,1

362,1ff; ch. 18, 481ff
362,1; 329,1f; 341,2f
299,2

72,1f

293,2; 297,2

(46,2)

231,1; 235,3

315,2f

313,1; 371,1; 382,1
206,4¢; 208, 2f

68,2; 70,1f; 164,1f
3781

256,2; 404,0

(159,3f)

292,2

318,1; 321,3

167,2; 178,1; 236,2
155,3; 161,1

237,2f

(169,1); 385,1

472

231,1

40,0; 82,2; 85,1
266,2
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Notebooks
296.2 Practical Eisegesis

300.2 Three Sources of Strength of One
Verbal Response

301.2 Le Mot Juste

303.2 Delayed Prompt

304.1 “Just Growing”

304.2 History or Thinking?

305.2 Rules

306.1 Fractional Verbal Operant
307.1 Flight from Behavior

307.3 The Wrong Word Written III
310.2 Awareness Blunted

311.1 Using Behavioral Tendencies
312.1 Therapy?

313.1 The Function of Grammar
314.2 History of Rules

315.1 Reinforcement of Verbal Behavior
315.2 Long-Term Recall

316.1 “Unconscious” Slip

317.1 Future French

318.1 Golden Rule

319.2 Memory Shaken

320.1 More of My Lost Future
322.1 Applause as Assertion
232.1 “Taking In” the World

324.2 Gold Epaulets

326.1 Proverbs

327.1 Identification

328.1 Innate Behavior

328.2 Implied Consequences
329.1 A Remote “Association”
329.2 “Sociologese”

331.2 Translation

Verbal Behavior
(73,2); 270,2; 308,1; (387,1)

243,5; 255,2f

245,2

300,3

461,1f

362,1f

430,2

14,2f; 25,3

(11,3); (74,3); 208,2f
298,1; 300,0; 300,2

77,3f; (170,2); 381,1; (385,1f)
(72,2); 442,2

142,2f; 258,1; 372,2; 403,1
331,1

(362,1f); 418,2

24,2; 148,2

157,1; 387,3

237,2; 303,3

(307,1); (349,3); (389,1)
430,2

256,1

82,1; 111,1f; 117,2;320,1f
233,2f; 326,1f; 376,1

5,2

(125,1)

98,1f

(554); 164,1

(ch. 13, 331ff); (ch. 19, 432ff); 461,2
38,1f

157,1; 387,3

(5,2f); (231,1)

22,1; 28,2; (199,1)
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3221
334.1
334.2
335.1
336.1
337.1
339.1
339.2
341.2
343.1
343.2
343.3
345.1
349.1
350.1
350.2
351.2
353.2
353.3
354.1
355.1
355.2
355.3
356.6
357.1
357.2
358.1
360.1

Sensory Invention

The Creative Mind

Effort, Energy, and Fatigue
Encounter

The Joke Shop

Deja Dit

Philosophy

Several “Memories”

Key to Cognition

Verbal Summator

The Ways of the Linguist
The Case of the Missing P
Gestures

Loyalty

Paradoxes

“I Wonder”

“Turning Stimuli On and Off”
Consciousness and the Autoclitic
Misplaced “Atom”
Stendhal’s Principle

Stock Verbal Responses
Trap

Geography

Censored and Censured
“A Reflex”

Self-Control

Acceptance of Life

Myself and My Subjects

Verbal Behavior
(99,2f)

(21,2); (ch. 13, 331ff)
23,1f; 436,1

130, 1ff

285,2f

47,2; 271,2

(360, 1f); 425,2f
142,2f; 2064f; 208,2f
6,2; 117,2; 362,1f
259,3

3,3f; 20,2f

298,2; 300,2

14,1; 124,3; 466,1f
(255,2); (257,2)
320,1f

41,1; 315,1; 316,1; 321,1f

277,1f

138,3f; Part IV, 31ff; (371,1)
471; (99,2)

136,2

(76,2); 201,3f; 209,3f; 211,2
99,2f

ch. 19, 432ff

469,2

47,1; (99,2)

177,2f; 1830

(398,1)

453,1fD



NOTEBOOKS AND VERBAL BEHAVIOR 35

Verbal Behavior Notebooks Verbal Behavior Notebooks

Chapter 1 42,0 (177.1)

2.1 (159,1) 42,1f 105.2

3,2f 75.2 44,2f 18.1, 29.2

3,3ff 89.2, 242.2, 343.2 46,2 (278.1)

5,2f (131.2), 197.2, 323.1, 471 31.1, 107.2, 192.2, 203.1,
(329.2) 353.3, 357.1

6,2 341.2 472 293.2, 337.1

7,2f 114.1, 215.2 48,1f 85.1, 190.2

11,3 (307.1) 49,1 (62.1), (232.3)

Chapter 2 50,2 10.2, (253.2)

13,2 114.1 Chapter 4

14,1 345.1 54.3 19.1, (82.2)

14,2¢ 306.1 554 (327.1)

20,1f 222.2,242.1 58,1 135.2

20,2f 133.1, 343.2 65,26 (86.1), (160.2)

21,2 (334.1) 671 (95.2)

2,1 331.2 682 283.2

231 334.2 69,2 1201, 132.2, 212.1

24,1 (110.1) 70,1 283.2

24,2 315.1 703 260.1

51 (72.1) 71,4 206.1

23 14433)16'.1169'1' 2481, 72,0 (74.2), 84.1, 178.1, 208.1

282 331.2 72,1 2762

33,1 19.1, 48.1, (82.2), 722 (311.1)
(133.2), 232.3, 248.1 73,1 (192.3)

34,1 (262.1) 73,2 43.1, (260.1), (296.2)

Chapter 3 74,2 (23.2), (94.2)

36,1 (240.3) 74,3 (307.1)

38,1f 93.1, 328.1 751 260.1

39,1 (21.1) 76,2 (355.1)

40,0 295.2 77,1f 141.3

40,2 (133.2) 77,3 310.2

4,1 88.2, 350.2 78,2 (17.1), (30.1)

41,3 217.2 79,2 114.1
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Verbal Behavior Notebooks Verbal Behavior Notebooks

Chapter 5 142,2 (212.1)

82,1 320.1 142,2f (24.1), (28.2), 145.1,
82,2 295.2 3392

85,1 295.2 143,1 (98.1)

86,1 193.2 Chapter 6

86,2f (145.1) 147,2 62.1

87,1 (312.2) 148,2 315.1

88,1 (213.1) 148,3 209.2

88,2 268.1 152,1 (177.1)

94,2 (112.2) 152,3 171.1

95,2 71.1, (112.2) 155,3 11.2

97,2 (76.1), (225.2) 157,1 29.1, 45.1, 155.2, 168.2,

199.2, 216.2, 223.1,

98,1f (112.2), 326.1 24t 30
21 10.2 1591 10.2, (78.1)
u wmeaen mx o

355.2, (357.1) 159,3f 133.2, 268.1, (286.1)
99,3 (99.1) 160,1 106.2
102,1 260.1 161,1 (105.2), 195.2, 237.2,
108,2 2222 291.2
11,1 10.2, 222.2, 320.1 162,2 2091
a2 i 164,1f 2832, 3271
71 2 166,1f 481
1172 320.1, 341.2 166,3 9.2
12026 a1 1671 (60.1), 166.1
124,2% 173.2 1672 2901
1243 251 168,2 (146.1)
1251 (3242 169,1 (293.1)
71 102 170,2 (310.2)
130, 16f 73.1, (227.2), 335.1 Chapter 7
132,2 711 1733 5.1, 274.1
136,1 (122.1) 175,2 230.2
136,2 143.1, (209.1), 264.1, 176,1 2302, 274.1

354.1 177,2¢ 54.2, 357.2
138, 3¢ 353.2 178,1f 19.1, (31.2), 31.3, 47.1,

141,1f 68.1, (132.2), (227.2) 290.1
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183,0

Chapter 8
188,2f
191,1
195,3
200,1
200,2
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